OCTOBER, 1941 COMMITTEE NUMBER Vol, 1, No, 4 
FOUR LIGHTS 
Peace between nations, and peace between races, 
Peace between classes, and peace between creeds. 
Shining through the night which comes before day 
Four Lights pierce the darkness and point the way. 
CAROLINE SINGER, 1941. 
WIL COMMITTEES COMMITTEE ON STUDY GROUPS 


? Chairman, Mrs. Kenneth Walser, W. Norwalk Ave., Darien Conn. 
. In pursuance of our objective peace between races, In addition to study material, carried in past, 
a nations and classes, many problems come before the National new outline this year entitled “A Study San, on Pociiet Teche 
t Board of the WIL. What shall we do about tine beef, nique.” It is prepared for six meetings and the titles are: 
. refugees, Puerto Rico, Pan-Pacific relations, the C.O.’s, labor, 1. Preventive Non-Violence, 
race relations, etc., etc. 2. Curative Non-Violence. 


to be completely wise on all subjects that naturally concern an 
organization such as ours. There must be committees, each 
headed by a responsible informed person. Her job is to find 


a sympathetic group of co-workers who will study the subject — The kit for work will cost two dollars, including the 
do three things: (1) Report their findings outline, and will be ready October first. 
Mae. on a vigorous educational compaign throughout the WI bibliography will be ready to accompany the World 
membership and with the general public. Being pressure — on is being revised for 


,_The WIL wants to do more than merely be aware of a ’ cover 
burning issue and make a statement on it (see Policies and a 
.Program in June FOUR LIGHTS). It seeks to provide — 3. Possibilities ofa Negotiated Peace, four 
stimulus to enough people in the United States and territories We believe study of the great current questions to 
to produce action that will mitigate evils exposed and insure any work for peace and strongly urge each branch to ine 
non-violent progress in that field. or more study groups during the year. The — t 
To this end the National Board for 1941-1942 has appointed suggestions or criticisms from the Branches regarding the subjects 
the committees listed md the September nt ped LIGHTS. offered, or the method of preparing them. 
Of these, some pertain y to organizational and legislative . 
problems. The others are primarily educational and the work FINANCE COMMITTEE 
aaa: of these is briefly outlined in this issue. Every WIL member Chairman, Dr. Gertrude C. Bussey,'5412 Purlington Way, 
f has the privilege of taking part in activities of the committee(s) Baltimore, Maryland. ; ‘ 
which most interest her, and is invited to write the chairman , . The work of the WILPF must not be allowed to fail 
named, offering her assistance, or asking information. lack of support. 
ms — MILDRED SCOTT OLMSTED, Organization Secy. 
‘CHRISTMAS CARDS again will be available, with new 


designs, prepared by the Minnesota branch. Last year we 
sold nearly 20,000 cards which made possible a gift of $200 to 
the national WIL. 
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resent, the work of finance committees is a continual adventure. 
completely, and work vigorously for REAL defense of ‘ ' Sasi 


, COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL WORK 
Chairman, Mrs. Carlton L. Hommel, 501 Bradford Parkway, Syracuse, N. Y. 
This committee hag as its aimjmaking every WIL member in the United - 


_ States Section conscious of the work and spirit of otir international office and 
our WILPF members in other countries.. It hopes to secure a minimum of 
1500 international members in’ the United States by making known the 
unique contribution that the International WIL makes. 
its originjas an international organization, with a world viewpoint rather 
than a body of federated organizations, and second — because of the depth 


and scope of our work in so many and varied fields. 


Now that the U:'S. Section: has helped to move the international office 
to New York and Princeton after 21 years in Geneva, we have a peculiarly - 
The work of the International a, 
office is carried on.by one of our, three international co-chairmen, Miss 
Gertrude Baer, 71 West 12th St., New York City. The international funds 
in this country are beifig handled by a special treasurer, Mrs. Alfred C. 
Intemann, 37 Washington Square, New York City. This commiftee works 
closely with Miss Baer and Mrs. Intemann in spreading information about 
It undertakes to: (1) Have a large 
National committee composed of state or local chairmen of International 
membership. (2) Ask each branch to have special state and local committees — 
(3) Keep files of International membership 


fine opportunity» to work closely with it. 


the International phases of our work. 


on International membership. 
“by States. and by months. 


to secure the 1500 International members desired. 


NATIONAL REFUGEE COMMITTEE 
Chairman, Mrs. Edith J. Steel, 4422 Lowell Street, N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 

The National Refugee Committee has three objectives: to 

watch legislation regarding aliens, to help refugees enter the 
United States, and to assist them to become self-sufficient after 
they arrive. We urge WIL branches to use their influence to 
prevent anti-alien legislation of any kind. Anti-Semetic trends 
must also be carefully noted and controlled. Due to the new 
immigration regulations, little can be done now to help refugees 
come into this country. But we: still need affidavits for persons 
who would be able to enter if they were assured of support. It is 
extremely necessary to concentrate on these affidavits immediately. 
We now have five pressing cases on our lists. 
_ Local branches can be. of the greatest assistance to refugees 
already here. New comers need friendship and encouragement. 
They neéd help with English. They need temporary financial 
help, and they ofter® need jobs. 

Do not forget that the National Refugee Committee is not 
supported by our general WIL funds. Any contribution that can 
be made to our Committee will make its work more efficient. 
Work for refugeeg is a primary task for an organization devoted 
to peace, freedom, and justice. 


COMMITTEE ON PUERTO RICO 
Chairman, Mrs. C. Eugene Woodruff, Box 115, Northville, Mich. 
Puerto Rico, called “America’s Ireland”, has suffered during 
the period of United States possession from economic distress and 
political repression.. Initiation of land reforms by the Popular 
Democratic Party, under the leadership of Luis Munoz Marin, 
may, however, bring a fundamental improvement in the Island’s 
‘économy. ‘The recent appointment of Rexford Tugwell to the 
Governorship, of Puerto Rico seems ‘auspicious, for he is sympa- 
thetic with the land distribution plan which will divide some of 
the huge, illegal corporation holdings and eventually return the 
land to the people. . 
. Qurs is the task of keepipg our government awake to its 
responsibility toward Puerto. Rico in regard to an improved 


‘economic status and a just settlement of its political status. 


Send for Puetto Rican kit. Write your Congressmen urging no 
‘curtailment of funds for long range economic planning through 
the Puerto Rican Reconstructicn Administration. We have un- 
limited opportunity to help our Puerto Rican brothers make their 
fair island a “land of the free”, and in so doing to help America 
liye its principles of freedom and democracy. 


COMMITTEE ON LABOR 
Chairman, Mrs. Joseph Leopold, Westport, Conn. 
The work of this committee is: 
industrial .information for our own membership, showing the 
inter-dependence of the peace movement and the labor movement, 
both at home and abroad. and educating ourselves to perceive the 
violence and cruelty inherent in modern conditions which. promote 
and spread wars, 


(4) Send out bills for renewals. 
receipts and membership cards to those who pay dues. (6) Find some way 


to provide and interpret 


First—because of 


(5) Send out 


Reproduced by special permission o 


COMMITTEE on RACE RELATIONS 


Chairman, Mrs. Sadie Daniel St. Clair, 
1206 Lamont St. N. W., Washington, D. C. 

Through its educational program the Com- 
mittee on Race Relations of the WILPF 
attempts to realize the ideals of peace, freedom 
and justice. It believes that these principles 
are the tenets of real democracy. 

The Committee feels that it should be cog- 
nizant of the policies and achievements of re- 
cently created bodies like the Committee on 
Fair Employment Practice as well as of long 
established national organizations in order that 
it may articulate and integrate its program in 
a functional society. 

Not only is the Committee particularly con- 
cerned about how minority groups live, work 
aud play, but also about what they think and 
how they think. Through the cooperative 


efforts of persons of various racial groups and. 


religious creeds, the Committee is endeavoring 
to develop an understanding of the multifarious 
problems that face minority groups to the end 
that all people may live amicably together. 
Through the usual publicity channels and the 
continuance of local study groups, the Com- 
mittee hopes to inculcate greater appreciation 
for the customs, traditions and ideals of minor- 


ity groups as a basis of broader and deeper 


understanding. 


COMMITTEE on SCHOOLS AND 
COLLEGES 


Chairman, Mrs. John A. Baker, Guard. Hill, 
Wesport, Conn, 


The general aim of this Committee is to 
develop among teachers, school children, stu- 
dents and all people connected with educational 
institutions, attitudes of international and inter- 
racial good. will, and understanding of the 
obligations and aims of international coopera- 
tion for world peace. 
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THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


Chairman, Mrs. Edith Dewees, Sweetwater Farm, Glen Mills, Pa. 

The Joint Committee on the Conscientious Objectors, organized two 
years ago by the Women’s International League and the Peace Section of the 
American Friends Service Committee, is being reorganized because of changes 
in the administrative set-up of the Peace Section. Members of the WIL are 
urged to continue efforts already begun in behalf of objectors to military 
service, and to initiate needed help in places where little advice or practical 
aid has even yet beeh offered to the objectors. g 

One of the most acute needs of conscientious objectors who have been 
assigned to the Civilian Public Service Camps, of which about twenty have 
thus far been opened, is for money to help pay the $35.00 per month which 
each must pay for his board in a camp. We are informed that the majority of 
the objectors going to these camps do not have money enough to meet these 
payments themselves, nor can their relatives pay it all. WIL members should 
usually seek money for objectors who are church members from their local or 
national church organizations. For the few objectors who are not church 
members or whose churches refuse to cooperate, WIL members should find 
other sponsoring groups or raise money through the WIL branch directly. 
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belligerents, provide for the relief of starving 
populations, the transfer of soldiers from armies 
to reconstruction work, the reopening of chan- 
nels of international trade and formation of’ 
world government. 


This committee is anxious to have the active 
cooperation of every member in supporting 
this bill and in its general educational pro- 
gram. 


COMMITTEE on RADIO 


Chairman, Mrs. Licyd Signell, 
5929 North Kent St., Milwaukee, Wis. 


The object of the Radio Committee is to get 
as mutch material favorable to our general 
objectives and as little unfavorable over the 
air as possible. 

In order to accomplish this, the~committee 
is concerned with: (1) Knowing the rules both 
governmental, and by ‘the industry or station 
which govern programs, following closely any 
proposed changes and seeking to improve where 
needed the laws and regulations governing 
radio. 
the Program, or Educational Directors, and 
departments of National Networks, (3) In- 
fluencing radio advertisers and commentators 
as far as possible in form of constructive rather 
than military and destructive themes, and stress 
interracial and international friendliness. This 
includes, of course, children’s programs. (4) 
Creating the maximum pressure against those 
stations and advertisers which persist in war- 
like or hate-producing programs. (5) Exposing 
the extent to which the radio is controlled by 
the War and Navy Departments and what 
censorship is used, if any. (b) Seeing that the 
WIL is represented on all committees set up to 
dévelop the educational side of radio such as the 
Women’s National Advisory Committee on 
Radio, etc. 


We use the term “conscientious objectors” because those are the~words 
employed in a section of the Selective Service Act but present-day “objectors” | 
are really builders of a more peaceful world. So all our own activities should 
be not primarily negative, but constructive, the influencing of public opinion 
toward creation of good will at all present 
should present the point of view of C. 
boards, to appeal to agents of local newspapers, to Congressmen and to 
employers. C. O.’s beyond draft age or for other reasons deferred from any 
form of service may need help in keeping their positions, especially if 
are public school teachers. 


(2) Developing ‘friendly contacts with ° 


ints of friction. WIL members 
”s to their neighbors, to draft 


COMMITTEE ON PAN-PACIFIC RELATIONS 


Chairman, Mrs. Bert G. Mitchell, 4215 8th St. N. W., 
Seattle, Wash. 


Ay 


study painless—and, we hope, interesting, there 
page outline ready in October. In addition to 
WIL, which were re-affirmed last May, our work will 
Specifically on b, c, h, under item 2 in the “International i 
and on the points in the suggestions about applying the 
locally (see June FOUR LIGHTS). There is need for i 
concern. We hope that WIL members will accept 
Pacific study with their customary realism. 
LITERATURE COMMITTEE 
Chairman, Mrs. Edwin J. Johnson, 1924 Chestnut St., Phila., Pa. 
The primary job of. the Literature Committee is to provide 
the material in explanation of the Policies and 
WIL and support and assist the various WIL committees. The 
next is to get this material not only in the hands of our members, 


but before the general public and to those who might 
be both members and : 


E 


group and every community who will get 
before clubs, schools, churches, libraries, and public meetings. 

samples. — 


COMMITTEE ON CIVIL LIBERTIES 


upon 

local cases now widespréad in which such elementary American 
rights are denied to members of minority groups because of local : 
prejudice based on race, religion, class, social creed or political 
doctririe. It realizes that when feeling runs high it requires high 
moral courage to stand by such unpopular individuals or groups, 

but it is prepared to cooperate and aid our members in so doing, 

if they will report the situation in full to it. _ 


SAVE'A 
LIFE 
First: a plan of study, since most of us have a _ senti- Say, 
mental ignorance about the Patific area which results in emotional “a cd 
opinions, either for or against. The average citizen accepts gov- oP 
ee ernmental policies in the Pacific without a quiver. a et 
need a responsible Literature n every 
Chairman, Mrs. John Beardsley, 1907 Escarpa Drive, 
Los Angeles, Calif. (resigned). 
Our committee on Civil Liberties endeavors to maintain for ee Fok 
all’ people those rights guaranteed in the Bill of Rights of the oie 
American Constitution, i e., freedom of conscience, freedom of. 3 Ae 
press, freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, freedom from. 
search without a proper warrant, and the right to a fair and open py 
trial if accused of wrongdoing. These rights have become ee Bi 
peculiarly precious in a period of* growing violence and intoler- i GRE 
ance when they are discarded by both fascigts and communists bee a 
and even by many so-called democratic, governments and groups. 4 Sei 
Bete | 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


It would hardly be possible to overestimate the 
gravity of the President’s speech. Before this copy 
of FOUR LIGHTS reaches our members, the United 
States may become involved in a naval war. The 
‘President, as commander-in-chief of the armed forces, 
declared such a war or September 11th. This new policy 
proves once miore the clear wisdom of the provisions of 
the original Neutrality Act. Even so the amendments 
to that act, as well as the administration’s affirmations 
in the Presidential campaign just a year ago and through 
each debate thereafter on war legislation including the 
Lend-Lease Act, were all for the declared purpose, we 
were told, of keeping this country out of a shooting war. 


The Executive order of September 11, however, 
makes a new departure. Not only is the United States 
to protect her own ships in American waters, but also in 
the eastern hemisphere; further, the President has de- 
clared that instructions have been given to our navy to 
protect the ships of a belligerent and a belligerent whose 
ships carry contraband of war, Inasmuch as the Presi- 
dent pointed to tHe sinking of an American ship in the 
Red Sea as one of the examples of Nazi-piracy, it can 
only be presumed that our defensive waters include all 
the sea lanes of the world. 


-This declaration of naval war has been made by one 
man. It is*a policy which will involve the lives of 
130,000,000 people. Though recognizing the intolerable 
burden carried by our Chief Executive and our profound 


INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL WILPF 


’ Coordinator of U. S. Work, Miss Heloise Brainerd, 
1725 17th Street N. W., Washington, D. C. 

This Committee grew out of the work of the U. S. Section 
of the early 1920's, beginning with the WIL effort to get the 
American Marines withdrawn from Haiti, Nicaragua and a juster 
policy toward Mexico. The Committee is made up of repre- 
sentative women from the different 21 republics and issues a 

uarterly paper in Spanish, “Noticias”. It calls conferences from 
time to time on pressing -American problems. After years 
of battling “dollar diplomacy” and general indifference on the 
part of the public, the Committee finds itself suddenly working 
in a popular field. 

With the U. S. Government adopting a “good neighbor policy” 

_ there is an increasing danger of a renewed military and economic 
domination of the whole Western Hemisphere by the United 
States. The WIL’s part in this task now is to see, and get others 
to see, that sincere friendliness and appreciation; trade relations 
which benefit our neighbors as much as ourselves; and a long 
range program to raise living standards in all the Americas are the 
only basis of lasting harmony in this Hemisphere, as in the World. 


U. S. COMMITTEE ON THE AMERICAS 
Chairman, Mrs. Ruth T. Cope, 4307 Baltimore Ave., Phila., Pa. 
What To Do 


1. Inform ourselves on the cultural, economic, and political 
picture in South American countries. Begin with Mexico and the 
Carribean countries—our nearest neighbors—and Argentina, sim- 
ilar to our own middle west. 

2. To do our part on the Latin-American section of the 
POLICIES AND PROGRAM, 1941, of the WILPF (see FOUR 
LIGHTS, Vol. 1, No. 1, I. International, Section 4). We need 
to study plans for a federated Pan-American Government as a 
step toward world government and South American experiments 
in regional government: e.g., the Columbian Federation of the 
last century and the modern Platte River Customs Union. 

3. Remembering that the International WILPF is urging 


improved living conditions throughout South America as the 


logical first step to better Inter-American relations, we should 
study the present trade dislocations, notable of which is the plight 
of the Argentine beef exporters. It has been suggested that the 
barrier to Argentine beef, which is keenly resented in Argentina, 
might well be lifted to our mutual advantage, though not without 
opposition from our meat packers. 


respect for his own pefsonal integrity, we nevertheless 
still contend that the central dogma of Democracy is that 
no man is wise enough or good enough to make such a 
decision alone. It was obviously for this reason that the 
war-making power was vested in the Congress by the 
founding fathers, and unless the Congress abdicates its 
constitutional responsibility, the war-making power still 
rests in the Congress. 

We therefore call upon our members to ask their 


Senators and Congressmen to initiate and support a 


resolution of policy which will either affirm or reject 
the President’s naval war. 


THE LINDBERGH SPEECH 


Officers of the Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom desire to disassociate themselves 
with the unfortunate racial implications contained in 
the speech delivered by Mr. Lindbergh on the night of 
September 11. While believing that Mr. Lindbergh often 
has made important contributions to current issues and 
should be entitled always to the right of free speech 
(which the WIL all over the country has vigorously 
demanded), this organization, nevertheless, has always 
parted with him on his support of colossal armaments 
and the inevitable armament economy which follows, 
his advocacy of American nationalism and his attitude 
on racial issues. ' 

We still favor and support Mr. Lindbergh’s opposi- 
tion to war. We reject and condemn his using the free 
air waves of this country to promote racial prejudice. 

DOROTHY DETZER. 


COMMITTEE ON ANTI-SEMITIC TRENDS 
Chairman, Mrs. Mary D. Brite, 7 Elliott St., East Norwalk, Conn. 

Anti-semitism is distinctly un-American and its spread in this 
country should be a matter of grave concern to every WIL mem- 

. There seems to be an increasing tendency to find some 
scapegoat for all our ills and internal economic difficulties and to 
,Place unjustified blame for these on minority or unpopular indi- 
viduals and groups, rather than facing facts and being realistic, 

The WIL as an organization has an historic record of un- 
spoken pronouncements against discrimination, prejudice and 
injustice of all kinds. As individuals, members should be familiar 
with statements of recent date, and especially with articles 5, 6, 
13, under “Domestic Policies” and (h) under “International 
Policies” (see June FOUR LIGHTS). Locally they should . 
combat whispering campaigns, .back door gossip, and veiled 
editorial comments, by fact finding denials. There is available 
plenty of printed matter, issued by responsible groups. 


COMMITTEE ON PEACE SYMBOLS 
Chairman, Miss Zonia Baber, 5656 Dorchester Ave., Chicago, Il. 


Shall international boundaries continue to be determined by 
mass murder? . ° 


Six nations have erected Peace M ents on their boun- 


. daries; there are twenty on our Canadian boundary, but our- 


Mexican boundary is not so happily circumstanced. For those 


. Who do not visit the Peace Monuments and know their meaning, 


the WILPF has provided pictures of them: phvtographs, film 

strip and manual to lend to any who desire this means of peace 

education. A high school student who had seen the photographs 

and heard their story said, “This is new stuff; why have we not 

heard this before?” .Each State branch should own a film strip 

(price $2) and circulate over the state (postage 4 cents). 

_ Peace Monuments are ideal points for rallying for the celebra- 

ay, Memorial Day and Independence D 

Peace, hot war, is stressed. 


FOUR LIGHTS 


; Owned and published by Women’s International League f 
Peace and Freedom, National Literature Department, 1924 Chest. 

nut St. Philadelphia, Pa.” Ten issues a year. Subscription price 

50c — single copies 5c — 25 copies, one issue, $1.00, postpaid. 
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